
Apologies: Cllr G Mounsey-Heysham 

Present: Cllr G Moss (chairman), Cllr R Park (vice chairman), Cllr E Barbour, Cllr S Barbour, 

Cllr S Cremin, Cllr S Edwards, Cllr M Wildey & Cllr G Percival. 

In Attendance: Mrs L Faulder (clerk), Cumerland Cllr T. Pickstone & 2 members of public 

 

 
Draft Minutes of the Rockcliffe Annual Parish Meeting 19th May 2025 

    
1. Minutes of the meeting of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th May 2024    
     The minutes were accepted at the Council meeting held on 17th July 2023 

 
 

2.  Chairmans Report 
     To receive a report from Cllr G Moss Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
Chairmans report 2025 –  
 

The Parish Year May 2024 - 2025 has unfortunately finished on a low note, with the Waste 

Gasification / Incinerator plant, being awarded an Operating Licence despite irrefutable 

evidence, independently and expertly verifying that the proposed design requires further 

investigation. 

With reference to preventing the incinerator from going ahead, the PC gratefully 

acknowledge the unswerving support of CRAIN, Dr. Rollinson, Julie Minns MP, Cllr Tim 

Pickstone, David Mudge, Various Action Groups, Various Residents and those who slip my 

mind whilst composing the annual report. 

THANK YOU. 

Regarding thank you’ s, may I take this opportunity to thank former Cllr John Munroe for his 

support over 2024 and to say thank you to Cllr Ellie Barbour for volunteering to help moving 

forwards in 2025.  Whilst on a “Thank you roll”, the PC are especially grateful to Cllr Percival 

and his “grounds team” for their work around the village including Julie’s flowers along the 

green, Revd. Ian Johnstone for his pastoral care, Toby Mounsey-Hesham for the additional 

permissive footpaths, Beckburn Windfarm for their financial support for both the hall heating 

and PC sponsored community events (fireworks, sloe gin, xmas activities etc.) 

I’m bound to have missed people eg Litter Pickers (Cllr Wildey in particular), Richard & Jo for 

organising Easter Egg hunts, rounders tournaments etc not to mention a fantastic village 

pub, so please accept my apologies if I’ve not mentioned you by name; everyone’s 

contribution makes our village an exceptional village so THANK YOU. 

As always 2024 has presented several threats to our quiet peaceful country lifestyle, those 

currently being administered by the PC include: 

 

 Dust Issue emanating from Hespin Wood – source unknown, resolution being 
expedited by Julie Minns MP. 



 Traffic speed and type through the village – 2 incidents in recent years where the 
church wall has taken a vehicular impact; Cllr Tim Pickstone is running with this on 
our behalf. 

 Signage damage – Shapwath finger sign is being repaired, Floriston APR sign 
recently renewed. 

 Tyre Pyrolisis Plant by Heathlands / Aero nurseries – PC in discussion with 
developer. 

 Light Pollution from the Marshalling Yard – Following PC discussion, we expect a 
significant improvement / reduction altogether. 

 Harker 300 House development – Works currently ongoing, disappointingly no plan 
to improve infrastructure (school, pavements, pedestrian access to Rockcliffe etc.) 

 Battery Storage – Works ongoing with financial recompense moving forwards (like 
Beckburn) 

 Incinerator – Permit awarded, planning decision imminent. 
 

Despite these challenges, Rockcliffe has enjoyed a successful cohesive 2024.  Examples of 

which include the Sloe Gin competition, Bonfire & Fireworks, Xmas carols around the Xmas 

tree, Cricket club, Leek club, Rounders tournament, Rockcliffe Rocks, Indoor Bowling club 

(amongst several clubs using our community centre) and the return of our village bus 

service. 

 

Looking forwards, 2025 looks to be much of the same.  The same issues with the various 

waste stream companies in our Parish, the same threats we faced in 2024.  I believe 

resolution one way, or another is imminent with the Incinerator planning permission, and if 

precedent is set to permit such a facility on our doorstep, I would expect the Tyre pyrolysis 

project would be re-invigorated and Hespin Wood would possibly follow suit.  Fingers 

crossed The Cumberland Council consider our well being above all else; enough said. 

 

In conclusion, as a village, 2024 has presented similar challenges as those faced in 2023.  

2025 looks to be heading in the same direction with the addition of a substantial housing 

estate in Harker.  I am grateful for the support of the parish councillors, whether co-opted like 

me or voted in; it matters not.  As councillors we try our best to represent the views of the 

parishioners and elevate where possible those concerns to the relevant authorities.  We hold 

no magic wands; we carry no additional powers to prosecute those challenges into “small 

wins”. 

We’re all volunteers who have agreed to try and preserve our Village way of life and 

hopefully improve it where opportunities present themselves. 

Where we fall short of expectations, it’s not because we want to.  It’s because we’re doing 

our very best to juggle professional careers, family responsibilities and other commitments 

concurrent with our voluntary councillor responsibilities. 

Regardless of the outcome of the challenges we face – I am proud to say that, 

“We did and continue, to do our best”. 

 

Best Regards  



Geoff Moss  

Chair – Rockcliffe Parish Council  

  

 
 
3.   Open Forum 
      Residents of the Parish are invited to discuss Parish matters. 
 
A member of the parish thanked the Parish Council for all their hard work throughout the year.  It was much 
appreciated by residents.  A lot of discussion was held around the NWR proposed planning application.  This is 
expected to be heard 20th June 2025 at the Civic Centre, Carlisle.  This does need to be confirmed.     
 
4.  Date of next meeting – the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 18th May 2026, at Rockcliffe Community 
Centre 7.00pm before the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
 
 

 


