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Apologies for absence: Cllr S Cremin, Cllr G Moss (chairman), Cllr G Mounsey-Heysham & 
Cumberland Cllr T Pickstone 
Present: Cllr E Barbour, Cllr S Barbour, Cllr S Edwards, Cllr R Park (vice chairman), Cllr M Wildey 
& Mrs L Faulder (clerk) 
In Attendance: 4 Members of the public. 
 

Draft Minutes for the meeting held 15th September 2025 
  

800/09/25 Apologies: ACCEPTED 
 801/09/25 Declarations of Interest: To note any declarations of interest on items which are 
on the agenda.  NONE 
802/09/25 Minutes of the last meeting: Minutes of the meeting held 15th July 2025, were 
APPROVED and signed by Cllr R Park, chairman of tonight’s meeting. 
803/09/25 Public Participation: Members of the public are invited to speak on items which 
are on the agenda – members of the public may make representations, answer questions and 
give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of business on the 
agenda.  In accordance with standing order 3(e) a question will not require a response at the 
meeting nor start a debate on the question.  The Chairman of the meeting may direct that a 
written or oral response is given.  
Members of the Rockcliffe & District Action Group informed the council that the campaign 
had now reached the fundraising point.  £3000 is needed to pay for a barrister which is in 
place and ready to pay.  It was discussed as to ways that the PC & Action Group or a newly 
formed Community Group could work together on any appeal that may arise.  This will looked 
in to further.  However, if the application goes to appeal potentially a further £97000 could 
be needed in a worse case scenario.   They propose to hold a meeting in the village hall on 
Thursday 25th September 2025 to confirm financial support.  This will be organaised and 
chaired by Sally Tears of the group.   
804/09/25 Police Issues – link to Cumbria Police Website, this is also on the Parish Council 
web page 
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area 
805/09/25 Representative feedback 

a) Beckburn Windfarm – feedback from meeting held 21st May 2025 Longtown  
Community Centre 6.30pm – 2 local residents received support from the fund for 
equipment for an electrical course and one for a laptop. 

b)  BIFFA, feedback from meeting held 11th June 2025. Next meeting 24th September 
2025, all at 11 am in the BIFFA sue boardroom.   Cllr Moss update on plastic in trees – 
referred to November meeting. 

c) Northwest Recycling Ltd - none 
 
806/09/25 – BIFFA - update & concerns arising 
807/09/25 – Hespin Wood – update Cllr Moss re dust, case ref: JM04493 – refer to November 
meeting. 
808/09/25 – North West Recycling – update & concerns arising – see public participation 
Update on noise from shredder Cllr Moss – referred from last meeting  
809/09/25 – Gasification Plant – see public participation 
810/09/25 - Financial matters and Clerk Updates 

https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area
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To note and approve the following. The AGAR part 2 has been received by the auditor, no 
more communication unless a problem is highlighted.  No requests to see the accounts.  Cllr 
Park will sign the bank statements and the payment schedule as per financial regulations.  To 
note that the annual pay increase from NALC has been confirmed. Clerk has been in touch 
with unity in respect of Cllr Cremin and authorisation for payments, 

a) income received – none 
b) The following Bank Reconciliation shows the payments due this month  

 

 
The monitoring report shows projected spending for the rest of the year has been circulated 
and shows a reserve of £6105.91. 
 

c)  Request from North Cumbria Search & Rescue towards a communication tower, 
carried over from May meeting.  Cllr Moss. (BB) – referred from July meeting 

d) I have had a request from Cllr Cremin with reference to all councillors having a .org 
email address, but no access to the parish council email address will not be permitted.  
The set-up cost will be £90 (£15 vat reclaim), with a monthly Microsoft license fee of 
£7.06 (£1.18 vat reclaim) – referred from July meet.  This was DECLINED with the 
intention of waiting to see if this became mandatory for all councillors.  It was AGREED 
that a mobile phone should be organized for the clerk. 

e) ‘Assertation 10 – Digital & Data Compliance – the clerk is put all the mandatory 
documentation in place for the next audit which might include extra hours. 

f) Beckburn Fund: 

 
 
 
Applications received - new applications received by the clerk after the agenda has 
been published will be circulated to Councillors for consideration at the meeting. 
i) North Cumbria Search & Rescue Team - <£1000, this was agreed, more 

information needed. 
g) Community Cohesion:  

 

 

Rockcliffe Parish Council Bank Reconciliation Payments for 15/09/2025

opening balance as at 1st April 2025 10,322.08£       L Faulder - clerk salary  6 & 7 £592.64

add total income 15,931.65£       L Faulder - clerk hmrc  6 & 7 £136.00

26,253.73£       

less total expenditure 3,325.42£         

statement balance 31/08/2025 22,928.31£       

less payments for August 2025 728.64£            £728.64

total availble balance 22,199.67£       

Beckburn 8,148.11£         

Community cohesion 2,124.69£         

Parish Council 11,926.87£       

22,199.67£       

Date BB no Amount Balance Application Description

01/04/2025 2627.81

May-25 6614.65 9242.65 9242.65 income

Jul-25 11 1094.35 8148.3 Rockcliffe PC Notice boards

Sep-25 2000 6148.3 Rockcliffe PC CCF

Date CCF no description Income £ balance £

01/04/2025 2,124.69£         

15/09/2025 transfere from Beckburn 2000 4,124.69£         
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It was agreed at the last meeting min ref 791/07/25 (f) to support the event for VJ Day 
on the production of invoices.  APPROVED the transfer of £2000 from Beckburn to 
Community Cohesion Fund, this pays for smaller events which supports the whole 
community. 
1. Bonfire night, this will be either 31/10/2025 or 7/11/2025 depending on 

availability of the hall.  Cllr Park can source fireworks and will be reimbursed.   
Arrangements will be made between councilors’. 

2. Christmas tree, Cllr Moss to be approached to source tree from Heathlands.  It will 
be displayed in the same place as last year.  Carols round the tree will be 
17/12/2025. 

h) Policies for renewal September 2025. 
The following Policies are up for renewal, the clerk has checked them through and no 
changes are necessary.  Retention of Documents, Disciplinary, Safeguarding, Freedom 
of Information, Subject Access Request (SAR) and Recording & Filming Meetings.  
Attention to be drawn to Retention of Documents. Data Protection, Grievance & Co-
option, should have been reviewed in July 2025.  These were APPROVED 

 
 

811/09/25 Planning – link to planning www.cumberland.gov.uk is the home page and 
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/ is the search page. 
 
Notice of decision: - none 
 
Applications received: 
04/08/2025 
Proposal: Change of use from class B2 and B8 (general storage) to class E(a) (retails showroom 
& class E (c) (community training hub) 
Location: Part unit A ¸Kingmoor Park, Heathlands Estate, Carlisle CA6 4RE 
Appn ref: 25/0419 
Grid ref: 337736 561076 – respond by 18th August 2025  
15/08/2025 
 
Proposal: Display of 2 non illuminated site sales boards, I consultants board and 5 flags. 
Location: Land at Harker Industrial Estate, Kingmoor Park, Low Harker CA6 4RF 
Appn ref: 25/0439 
Grid ref: 338985 560768 – respond by 12th September 2025  
 
Proposal: Change of use of land to Gypsy/Traveller Site for 30 units. 
Location: Land to the west of Ghyll Bank Caravan Site, Low Harker, Harker C6 4DH 
Appn ref: 23/0725 
Grid ref: 338346 560907 respond 16th September 2025 – the Parish Council have already 
responded to the original application November 2023.  It was AGREED to resubmit the original 
letter because everything is still relevant. 
New Decisions & Applications received by the clerk after the agenda has been published 
will be circulated to Councilors for consideration at the meeting 
812/09/25 - Highways – any problems that have been or need reporting to Highways. 

http://www.cumberland.gov.uk/
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/
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813/09/25 – Cumberland Councillor –  
1 - Since your last meeting I have chased the two outstanding highways issues (the finger 

post and the grass verge) and reassured on both cases that they are 'in hand'. Regrettably 

this doesn't appear to be very fast so I will follow up again.  

2 - Buses - With some further Government funding, there is the potential for some 

improvements to the Rockcliffe-Cargo-Carlilse bus, particularly making the timings of the bus 

better to allow them to be used for commuting to work or college. This has been included in 

the tender brief, but it is subject to private companies tendering for the work.  

3 - Local Government Boundary Review 

You may have seen the draft proposals for revised ward boundaries for Cumberland. There 

are no changes proposed to Longtown Ward, which contains the whole of Rockcliffe parish. 

You may wish to comment but seems like a sensible proposal to me.  

 4 - Local Plan Consultation 

You are being asked to comment on the initial development of the Local Plan options. 

Important for a rural area like Rockcliffe would probably be maintaining the current planning 

rule which restricts development in rural areas except as 'infill'. You may wish to make this 

point in the consultation.  

5 - Gasification Plant 

Myself and Councillor Roger Dobosn (Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee who chaired the 

gasification plant planning meeting) had a meeting with Colin Cox (Director of Public Health) 

to see if there was any way we could ask him to review the Environmental Permit that had 

been granted to the operators. He was very clear that legal advice was that the applicant 

needed to be treated as a 'new company', but there are a couple of angles to pursue which 

we will do.  

814/09/25 – Correspondence -  correspondence is circulated by the clerk in a timely and 
relevant manner. 
815/09/25 – Notice board Harker Road Ends – The notice board has been delivered and Cllr 
Percival is going to check the site out for cables and pipes etc.  The arrangements will be made 
to put it in place. 
816/09/25 – Japanese Knotweed – Cllr Park informed the council that this has now been 
sprayed, and will be observed.  Remo e from the agenda in the meantime.   
817/09/25 – Archives – clerk explained the need for a storage box to comply with the 
Retention Policy, this was APPROVED 
818/09/25 - Agenda items for the next meeting from councilors 

1. Sink hole in the village green, referred to Cumberland Cllr Pickstone 
2. Bus shelter, this is need of repair.  Cllr Percival to check out and update at the next 

meeting. 
3. Todhills notice board in need of repair.  Cllr Percival to check out and update at the 

next meeting. 
4. New access gate onto public highway from Castletown parkland field. 

819/09/25 - Date of next meeting, the meeting closed at 20.28 hrs.  The date of the next 
meeting of Rockcliffe Parish Council is 17th November 2025.  
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The agenda will be on the website at least 3 working days before a meeting.  Minutes will be 
on the website within 30 working days of the meeting. 
  
 

Email address: clerk@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk 
www.rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

mailto:clerk@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk

