Apologies for absence ClIr Tim Pickstone
Present Cllr G Moss (chairman), ClIr R Park (vice chairman), ClIr E Barbour, Clir S Barbour, Clir
S Cremin, Cllr S Edwards, Clir G Mounsey-Heysham, Clir G Percival & Clir M Wildey. Mrs L
Faulder (clerk)
In Attendance 9 members of the pubic.

Draft Minutes for the meeting held 19" January 2026

842/01/26Apologies: To receive and approve reasons for absence of members. NONE
843/01/26 Declarations of Interest: To note any declarations of interest on items which are
on the agenda. NONE

844/01/26 Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the Meeting held 17™ November
2025 were APPROVED and signed by chairman.

84501/26 — Matters arising from the minutes

Clir Mounsey-Heysham expressed how well the calendar which is being prepared by Clir
Percival and John Storey. More information on availability and cost will be available shortly.
All proceeds will be added to the ‘fighting fund’.

We have been informed that Castletown Estates have been served a notice to survey the land
for the erection of the Cross Border Pylons.

845/01/26 Public Participation: Members of the public are invited to speak on items which
are on the agenda — members of the public may make representations, answer questions and
give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of business on the
agenda. In accordance with standing order 3(e) a question will not require a response at the
meeting nor start a debate on the question. The Chairman of the meeting may direct that a
written or oral response is given.

Hespin Wood

Members of the public expressed deep concern and worry at the goings on at Hespin Wood.
The current owners Selica HW (Hespin Wood) did run the refuse tip at Flusco, Penrith. An
article in the local newspapers told readers that they had had the permit to tip there revoked,
as a result it all seems to be coming to Hespin Wood with vehicles traveling from all over the
country including Wales & Scotland. They have indicated they want to get as much waste as
possible. However, this is having a detrimental effect on the local area ie: dust, smell and
height of the tip. Itis referred to locally as the ‘local Wainwright’! A “freedom of information’
was applied for, the result came back heavily redacted with very little to see. Since this
company took over the smell of rotten eggs has increased dramatically, and rats are seen on
a very regular basis. The task of odour management was questioned as was vermin control.

One question asked on multiple occasions was ‘why was the permit revoked at Flusco’. As a
result of the extra traffic the road surfaces are becoming very damaged with potholes and
road debris also causes a lot of problems. Castletown Estates are concerned at the water run-
off from the tip getting into water course. Noise monitoring by the company has ceased.

Contact has been made with Juie Minns MP, Clir T Pickstone, Environmental Agency,
Cumberland Council Waste. Clir Moss was asked to make further enquires and try to get
some answers, he will be writing on behalf of the Parish Council and the Community, anyone
giving him their email address will be copied into relevant emails. This was APPROVED.
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Clir Park has suggested direct action 0800 807060 is the number for the Environment Agency.
Diana James is the regulatory services manager office for minerals and waste and waste
planning, her contact is mwplanning@cumberland.gov.uk

As a parish council it was agreed the need to work with these agencies is important, they are
short-staffed and under funded through no fault of their own. This will be an agenda item for
the foreseeable.

North West Recycling Ltd

Concerns were raised at the height of the piles of rubbish behind the bunding. It was agreed
that some of the dust could be coming from this site as well as Hespin Wood. Clir Edwards
says perhaps the tonnage is important rather than the height!

At the meeting the Parish Council had had no notification of an appeal, at the time of writing
it was. Rockcliffe & District Action Group are now on the case. Planning reference is
APP/F0935/W25/3377058. All details are on the dedicated ‘facebook’ page.

Cllr Moss has agreed to communicate with all the local parish councils in the area to try and
secure some extra funding for this enormous and expensive task he will also communicate
with the Environment Agency and other people/departments as the need arises. If this goes
ahead, it will influence a huge area. Cllr Park observed that Gleesons are in the process of
building a housing estate near Harker, it is proposed to ask them for some financial support
as well.

846/01/26 Police Issues: link to Cumbria Police Website, this is also on the Parish Council web

page
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area
Laughing gas canisters that have been abandoned can be reported via this link

847/01/26 Beckburn Windfarm: updates & concerns arising, including feedback from Council
Representative.
Beckburn Windfarm are advertising using posters to urge people to apply for grants.

848/01/26 Hespin Wood updates & concerns arising,
a) Noise from the tip, raised at the last meeting — Clir Moss
b) concerns have been raised locally about the ‘tip’ especially in light of a news report on
Flusco at Penrith. Clir Moss
Please refer minute references 845/01/26 — Public Participation
c) 3 liaison meeting dates have been identified 26™ March 11" June & 24™" September
2026.

849/01/26 Northwest Recycling Ltd including proposed Gasification Plant: update and
concerns arising.
Please refer to minute reference 845/01/26

231


mailto:mwplanning@cumberland.gov.uk
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area

850/01/26 — Todhills — concerns from residents. Laughing gas canisters. To be reported to
the Refuse via Cumberland Council 0300 073 3730 for collection and disposal. If there is a
large amount contact the Police on 101 or via the link on this agenda.

The amount of rubbish that is being fly tipped at Todhills. Signage and surveillance are being
considered.

851/01/26 — Harker — concerns from residents

a) Harker notice board (Four Road Ends) The positioning of the board has been decided
between ClIr Percival and a local resident. Clir Percivall with liaise with Clir Park for
collection. Update for the next meeting.

b) Defibrillator: consent has been obtained from the landlord of Acorn Curtains at Harker
for the installation of the defibrillator. The clerk will liaise and purchase and pay
between meetings this was APPROVED at the meeting. ClIr Park will arrange for an
electrician to complete the task.

852/01/26 - Financial matters and Clerk Updates:

a) Clerk’s report —attachment 1
2 items identified in the clerks report were:

i) Possible financial donation to the ‘fighting fund’ organized by the Rockcliffe &
District Action Group. This was not discussed by council and therefore will be
an agenda item at the next meeting. Hopefully the clerk will have full details
on how we can support the ‘fighting fund’ with full transparency as a Parish
Council.

i) Assertation 10, the clerk offered the councillors the opportunity of a cyber
security short course to comply with this. NOT APPROVED.

b) Election information from Electoral Services: council need to allocate £1965 (655
electors x £3 = £1965) for any upcoming scheduled or unscheduled elections.
APPROVED

c) Clerks ‘working from home’ allowance: currently £24 tax free, clerk requested the
current amount of £26 tax free, this was APPROVED

d) Increase in Unity bank charges currently £6 going up to £7 from 1%t February 2026

e) To approve Mobile monthly payment £14.40 as DD from 1%t April 2026 APPROVED

f) Income: £100 —rent Poor House Field, £12.48 Wayleave, £387.88 VAT claim

budget 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
balance 0.00 6614.65 12.48] 100.00] 387.88] 16432.01
income to date 9317.00 6614.65 12.48| 100.00| 387.88] 16432.01
Cumberland Council Precept R1 9,317.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 9,317.00
Beckburn R2 0.00 6,614.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,614.65
Armeria UK LLP, poor house field rent R3 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00
HMRC/VAT R5 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 387.88 387.88
Wayleave R4 0.00 0.00 12.48 0.00 0.00 12.48

g) To approve Expenditure for January 2026
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L Faulder - clerk salary 9 & 10 V29 f 609.82
HMRC 9 & 10 V29 £ 140.60
L Faulder exp stationery V30 f 10.55
Cache4 IT, monthly mobile 8,9, &10 V31 £ 43.20
Unity bank charges January 2026 BP £ 7.00
Data Protection Fee DD V32 £ 52.00
R Park - fireworks min ref 831/11/25 V34 £ 750.00
G Moss, christmas & sloe gin comp min ref 831/11/25 V £ 17594
IT support to be approved V33 f 804.96

Web-site to be approved V
Rockcliffe Centre - Hall use for 2025/2026 V36 £130
Rockcliffe Centre - New Year community activities min 831/11/25V 35 £ 262.50

£ 2,986.57

IT invoice came in just before agenda finished, and the web-site invoice arrived just prior to
the meeting. Both APPROVED

Opening balance as at 1st April 2025 f 10,322.08
add total income f 16,432.01
£  26,754.09
less total expenditure f 7,863.23
statement balance 31/12/2025 £ 18,890.86
less payments for January f 2,986.57
Total available balance f 15,904.29
Beckburn f 4,854.50
Community Cohesion f 2,063.39
Parish Council f 8,986.40
"€ 15,904.29
h) Beckburn Fund:
Amount Balance Application Description
2627.81
£ 6,614.65 9242.46 9242.65 income
£ 911.96 8330.5 Rockcliffe PC Notice boards
£ 2,000.00 6330.5 Rockcliffe PC CCF
£ 1,000.00 5330.5 NCSAR Comms equipment
£ 476.00 4854.5 GLL Summer playscheme

Applications received - new applications received by the clerk after the agenda has
been published will be circulated to Councillors for consideration at the meeting.
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It was AGREED that the defibrillator in a heated case would be purchased via the
Beckburn Fund at accost of £1225.00 plus vat & postage and packing £16.
It was AGREED to consider a defibrillator for the Crown & Thistle car park at the
May/July meeting.

i) Community Cohesion:

£ 2,124.69

transfere from Beckburn £2,000.00 £ 4,124.69

11 Bonfire night V26 min ref:831/11/25 £ 15955 £ 3,965.14
12 VI Day 2025 V27 moin ref: 791/07/25 £ 83831 £ 3,126.83
13 R Park fireworks 831/11/25 £ 625.00 £ 2,501.83
14 RC Centre - new year activities 831/11/25 £ 26250 f£ 2,239.33
15 G Moss - christmas activities 831/11/25 £ 17594 £ 2,063.39

1. Update on Christmas event, invoices for Sloe Gin competition new year, these were
successful events and well attended. Both Clirs Moss & Park have been reimbursed
as indicated.

853/01/26 — Policies for re-adoption, clerk has checked and no changes have been identified

1. Press & Media - APPROVED

854/01/26 Planning: link to planning www.cumberland.gov.uk is the home page and
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/ is the search page.

Notice of decision: none

Applications received: none
New Decisions & Applications received by the clerk after the agenda has been published will
be circulated to Councilors for consideration at the meeting

Within 24hours of the meeting the appeal application came in for North West Regeneration
Ltd. The appeal opens 14" January 2026 and closes 18™ February 2026. Full details for
comments etc. are on the dedicated facebook page which is kept current.

Appn ref: 1/23/9005

Appeal ref: APP/F0935/W/25/3377058

Please refer to minute ref 845/01/26 for more information.

855/01/26 — Highways: any problems that have been or need reporting to Highways.

a) 839/11/25 4. Gateway from Castletown parkland field. — the intent of the gate is to
create a safer gate than the current gate into the field. Has only been used for one
event.

856/01/26 — Correspondence: emails circulated by clerk in a timely & relevant manner

a) Christmas card from local MP

b) National Grid — Harker Energy Enablement

c) Equality & Diversity Course — Cllr Edwards has expressed an interest waiting for more
information.

857/01/26 — Items raised at the last meeting:
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a) Clir Edwards - Condition of footpaths on Bunny Hill and the area or land in front of The
Heathers has not been reseeded as promised — referred to Clir T Pickstone
A letter was received from a member of the public. Clerk responded and referred them to the
minutes of the meeting.
b) ClIr Park - No through road’ sign for the bottom of School Lane, referred to Clir T
Pickstone
c) Clir Barbour -APR T junction at Floriston, Council is very concerned about safety at this
junction. ClIr Pickstone has been asked to arrange a site visit so Councillors can
express their concerns
d) Clir Percival - Noise from the tip Clir Moss to address, see agenda item
e) ClIr Percival - Marshalling yard lights — Clir Cremin to update at the next meeting.
858/01/26 — Cumberland Councillor was unable to attend the meeting and submitted the
following response.
Bus Services
As | know you are aware there have been some improvements on timings for the Todhills-
Rockcliffe-Cargo-Carlisle bus service, in particular later buses coming back from the city
centre. | just wanted to stress the need for people to use the service to keep it long term. It
was not immediately obvious that the service would be maintained this year, but future
provision will be dependent on how successful the service is.

Council Budget

Just so you are aware for setting your own precept, the Council's tax rise for 2026-27 is very
likely to be at the highest amount allowed by Government (4.99% including the social care
precept).

Signs

| am aware that you have asked for new signs (fly-tipping at Todhills, replacement signs on
School Lane). | have requested these and will keep you updated. Huge apologies that the
missing fingerpost is still missing. As you know this was promised, so | will find out where
they are.

Planning Issues

Please let me know how best | can help with both the NWR recycling appeal and also the
planning issues at Hespin Wood. Have offered to catch up separately with Geoff on this after
your meeting.

Other Issues

Like you | was disappointed that the grass verge opposite the school didn't happen this
summer (despite being promised). Will raise and try to get sorted this year.

859/01/26 — Solway Coast National Landscape Parish Council open meeting — ClIr Cremin
There was a possibility of a path on the right side of the road heading to Castletown C1015,
however the project would need to be completed by the end of March, and this isn’t possible.
860/01/26 -Bus Shelter Rockcliffe — referred to the next meeting for more information
possibly will be able to be renovated.
861/01/26 — Unwanted Caller Stickers — Clerk has ordered these stickers free of charge for
distribution to those people who would like one.
862/01/26 - Agenda items for the next meeting from councilors:

a) More sink holes have appeared on the village green
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b) Regarding the gate on the road to Garristown, is there a possibility of a stile or kissing
gate being installed. The reasons for the installation have been explained to the
council.

863/01/26 - Date of next meeting: the date of the next meeting of Rockcliffe Parish
Council is 16" March 2026 at 7pm in the Community Centre. The meeting concluded at
9.30pm

All the agenda will be on the website at least 3 working days before a meeting. Minutes will
be on the website within 30 working days of the meeting.

Email address: clerk@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk
www.rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk

Attachment 1
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Clerks report 19*" January 2026
Just a short report to explain the situation with the finances, no problem.

b) you will be aware that scheduled parish council elections are due to take place next year in May
2027 the same time as Cumberland Elections and Combined Authority Mayoral Election. In the past
the cost was absorbed by Cumberland. We now need to be aware that we are responsible for our
share of the cost. We will be invoiced within 3 months of the election. We are further reminded
that an unscheduled election can take place at any time and we must ensure we can pay. Apparently,
the cost of a stand-alone election is approx. £3 per elector, currently we have 655 electors (new
houses not included!!) so that is 655x£3= £1965 we need to find and identify.

c) clerks work from home allowance is currently £24 per month, it can be £26 per month tax free.
Would you approve this and back date to April 2025. — see minutes

d) for info unity bank charges are to be £7 per month from 1stFebruary 2026 — BP already in place

e) can you approve a DD being set up for mobile monthly charges of £14.40 1 April 2026. — see
minutes

f) with regard to the assertation 10 aspect | am having to deal with, Cache4 IT are offering a course
on Cyber Security at £5 per councillor, is anyone interested, either way it will be documented? — see
minutes

You will see from bank rec that we have £8986.40 to see us to the year end. Well, we need to allow
£1175.30 (approx.) until the end of financial year, which leaves £7811.10 to carry over. If £1500 is
used for the fighting fund (from 2025-2026 £6311.10 will be carried to next year) £6311.10 that plus
precept £9317.19 gives us £15628.29 for next year. The contingency column will have £2000 in for
election expenses as requested. The budget spends will be 11317.17, which leaves £4311.12 in
reserves if none of the invoices come in higher than anticipated. These figures DO NOT include,
Beckburn, Community Cohesion or the account at the Skipton BS.

Defib for Harker will come out of the Beckburn fund

The bus shelter, | will apply to BB large fund if necessary.
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