Apologies for absence: Cumberland ClIr Tim Pickstone

Present: Cllr G Moss (chairman), ClIr R Park (vice chairman), ClIr E Barbour. Clir S Barbour, Clir
S Cremin, Clir S Edwards, Clir G Mounsey-Heysham, Clir R Percival, Clir M Wildey & Mrs L
Faulder (clerk):

In Attendance: 5 members of the public:

Draft Minutes for the meeting held 16" March 2026

870/03/26Apologies: To receive and approve reasons for absence of members.
NONE
871/03/26 Declarations of Interest: To note any declarations of interest on items which are
on the agenda.

a) Clir GMounsey-Heysham —agendaitem 25/0610, AGREED to postpone this item until

the end of the meeting.

872/03/26 Minutes of the last meeting: To approve the minutes of the Meeting held 19t
January 2026.
Minutes of the last meeting APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.
873/03/26 — Matters arising from the minutes:
NONE
874/03/26 Public Participation: Members of the public are invited to speak on items which
are on the agenda — members of the public may make representations, answer questions and
give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of business on the
agenda. In accordance with standing order 3(e) a question will not require a response at the
meeting nor start a debate on the question. The Chairman of the meeting may direct that a
written or oral response is given.
5 members of the public attended the council meeting tonight. Hespin Wood is still causing
an awful lot of problems. The main concerns are smell, height, vermin, late night working and
a huge increase in wagons, which through visible signage seen on the vehicles, they appear
to be coming from various parts of the country not just Cumbria.
Cllr Moss & Clir Park have had meetings with various people and teams within this huge
problem. A meeting organized to be held in a couple of weeks’ time is expected to bring some
answers. The possibility of a public meeting will be addressed, plenty of time and advertising
will be given to allow people to get there and listen to what has been said and then hopefully
have their say and ask appropriate questions. A couple of things that were highlighted were
a) according to Environment Agency, the height is a planning matter; b) it is the company who
own any licenses not the people working it after a sale has taken place; c) Julie Minns MP,
says that Hespin Wood is happy to deal with the parish council with regard to the dust, so
that is the way we must go.
Residents are encouraged to ring the Environment Agency to make complaints.
General enquiries: enquiries@envionment-agency.gov.uk
03708 506 506
Environmental incident hotline (24hr service)
0800 80 70 60
It is worth noting that a diary with date, time and the event along with the reference will be
helpful in the future.
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875/03/26 Police Issues: link to Cumbria Police Website, this is also on the Parish Council web
page
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area
876/03/26 Beckburn Windfarm: updates & concerns arising, including feedback from Council
Representative: a poster has been printed to encourage people to apply for grants.
877/03/26 Hespin Wood: updates & concerns arising,
a) 3 liaison meeting dates have been identified 26™" March 11" June & 24™" September
2026. See public participation. Cllr Edwards is unable to attend the next meeting; Clir
Moss is going to try and go.
878/03/26 Northwest Recycling Ltd including proposed Gasification Plant: update and
concerns arising. Consider how to support financially the ‘fighting fund’.
a) To determine the amount to be contributed to the “fighting fund’
b) To determine the method of payment, which due to the lack of identified bank
account, this will need to be via ‘go fund me page’.
It was AGREED the parish council would pay £2000 for the barrister, that equates to £500 per
hour plus vat. Total being £2400, vat is claimed back by the parish council. The invoice will
be sent to the clerk as soon as possible. This is the best way forward with the Action Group
not having a dedicated bank account.
879/03/26 — Todhills: concerns from residents.
See ‘public participation’
880/03/26 — Harker: concerns from residents

a) Harker noticeboard (Four Road Ends) ClIr Percival has seen the best place to erect the
notice board and will do the job as soon as he can.

b) Defibrillator: the defib is in situ and waiting for the electrics to be sorted. Itisn’t on
the ‘circuit’ yet, but it will be when task is complete. Cllr Cremin has agreed to
organize some training in the use of defibs, it will be well publicized and open to all.
It was AGREED the Beckburn Fund will pay for the room hire for the hall if necessary.

881/03/26 - Financial matters and Clerk Updates:

a) Clerk’s report — attached at the end of the minutes.

b) Audit - Summary of Risk Assessment & Internal Audit Document, Risk Assessment and
Asset Register: The risk assessment and asset register were APPROVED by council. The
Chairman signed the Summary of Risk Assessment & Internal Audit Document

c) Income - NONE

d) Expenditure APPROVED for March 2026

Payments for 16th March 2026

CALC - training V40 £ 40.00
Cache4 IT Solutions mobile V41 £ 33.20
HMRC 11 & 12 V42 £ 140.40
L Faulder - clerk salary 11 & 12 V43 f 634.02
Total £ 847.62
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e) Bank reconciliation

Rockcliffe Parish Council Bank Reconcilliation March 2026
opening balance as at 1st April 2025
add total income

less total expendidture

statement balance 28th February 2026

less payments for March
Total available balance
Beckburn

Community Cohesion

Parish Council

f)

Beckburn Fund:

Date
01/04/2025
May-25
Jul-25
Sep-25
Nov-25
Nov-25
Jan-26

BB no

spent
unspent
opening bal

11

12
13
14

Amount
£ 6,614.65
£ 911.96
£ 2,000.00
£ 1,000.00
£ 476.00
£ 966.00
£ 5,353.96
£ 3,892.50
£ 9,246.46

h|
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10,322.08
16,432.01
26,754.09
12,313.00
14,441.09
847.62
13,593.47
3,888.50
2,063.39
7,641.58
13,593.47

Balance Application

2627.81

Description

9242.46 9242.65 income

8330.5 Rockcliffe PC
6330.5 Rockcliffe PC
5330.5 NCSAR
4854.5 GLL

3888.5 London Hearts

Notice boards

CCF

Comms equipment
Summer playscheme
defib for Harker

Applications received - new applications received by the clerk after the agenda has
been published will be circulated to Councillors for consideration at the meeting.

a) To authorize the financial support for the annual playscheme held in the
Community Centre. Last year the invoice was £476 it was agreed to allocate
£600 to cover costs. APPROVED

b) To consider a defibrillator for Rockcliffe, with the possibility of positioning at
the Crown & Thistle, this will be outside and fully accessible. It was AGREED to
allocate £966 (ex-vat) to purchase/order another defib after the next meeting.
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g) Community Cohesion:

Date CCFno description Income £ balance £
01/04/2025 £ 2,124.69
15/09/2025 transfere from Beckburn £ 2,000.00 £ 4,124.69
01/12/2025 11 Bonfire night V26 min ref:831/11/25 £ 159,55 £ 3,965.14
01/12/2025 12 VJ Day 2025 V27 moin ref: 791/07/25 £ 83831 £ 3,126.83
19/01/2026 13 R Park fireworks 831/11/25 £ 625.00 £ 2,501.83
19/01/2026 14 RC Centre - new year activities 831/11/25 £ 26250 £ 2,239.33
19/01/2026 15 G Moss - christmas activities 831/11/25 £ 17594 £ 2,063.39

spent £ 2,061.30

unspent £ 2,063.39
openingbal £ 4,124.69

882/03/01/26 — Policies for renewal

a)

Sexual Harassment - APPROVED

883/03/26 Planning: link to planning www.cumberland.gov.uk is the home page and
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/ is the search page.

Notice of decision:

a)

b)

Proposal: workshops, trade counter, logistics units and associated infrastructure
Location: Former Grearshill Farm and surrounding land, Harker, Carlisle CA6 4HW
Appn ref: 22/0836 — PERMISSION GRANTED SUBJECT TO LEGAL AGREEMENT
Proposal: Battery Energy Storage Facility

Location: Land adjacent to M6 Blackford CA6 4EY

Appn ref: 23/0659 — DISPOSED OF FROM THE PLANNING REGISTER and returned to
applicant. Received 16" March 2026

Applications received: Planning applications are circulated as soon as they arrive to the
clerk, and after council consideration responses are sent in a timely manner. The following
applications show what has been received by the council.

a)

b)

d)

Proposal: Change Of Use of Agricultural Land to Create Secure Dog

Exercise Area for Use by Visiting Members of the Public With

Associated Vehicular Access and Parking Area, Erection Of

Boundary Fences and Associated Native Hedge

Location: Land South of Heathlands Farm, Harker Road Ends, Harker,

Carlisle, CA6 4HN

Appn Ref: 25/0610

Grid Ref: 337512 561313 — respond by 24" February 2026

Proposal: Erection Of Two Storey Detached Garage and Workshop

Location: Lapwing Meadow, Red Hill, Rockcliffe, Carlisle, CA6 4AF

Appn Ref: 26/0022

Grid Ref: 335648 561775 - Respond by 17" February 2026

Proposal: erection of replacement storage barn to rear of cottage. With paved access.
Location: Land to the rear of Michelle Cottage, Low Harker, Harker, Carlisle CA6 4DP
Appn ref: 26/0018

Grid ref: 339035 560929 — response by 4" March 2026

Proposal: Removal Of Section of Hedgerow for Installation of Cabling
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Location: Land to the East of Harker Substation, Rockcliffe, Carlisle, CA6 4DQ
Appn Ref: 26/0003 HDG - respond 25" March 2026

New Decisions & Applications received by the clerk after the agenda has been published will
be circulated to Councilors for consideration at the meeting

884/03/26 — Highways: any problems that have been or need reporting to Highways.

a) 839/11/25 4. Gateway from Castletown parkland field. — the intent of the gate is to
create a safer gate than the current gate into the field. Has only been used for one
event.

885/03/26 — Correspondence: emails circulated by clerk in a timely & relevant manner
886/03/26 — Items raised at the last meeting:

a) More sink holes have appeared on the village green, the clerk is to inform United
Utillities.

b) Is there a possibility of a stile or a kissing gate being installed on the road to
Garristown. After general discussion it was AGREED it would serve no purpose.

887/03/26 — Cumberland Councillor was unable to attend the meeting and sent the following
update.

| very much expect Hespin Wood to be discussed significantly. | have spent quite a lot of
time on this in the last couple of weeks, meeting with Planning and meeting with
Cumberland's Waste team at a senior level.

The main points are:

e The site has been inspected by the Planning team, to make sure that it is operating
within its planning permission. Quite clearly it is not on a number of fronts, and the
Council has given Hespin Wood some time to rectify these issues, failing this it has
the power to take action to force this to happen.

¢ All waste operators must operate within the various laws and regulations that
manage waste disposal. The Council and the Environment Agency have powers to
do this and are currently undertaking a high level of investigations into the operations
at Hespin Wood, which will hopefully result in change.

¢ | have re-contacted Highways about the potential of a weight restriction on the
Lonning Foot road (ie over the railway bridge), as traffic through the village is clearly
an issue. | have also contacted the correct teams around litter on the roads around
the tip.

I would like to write to all residents about Hespin Wood and am very happy to include any
points that the PC want to include.

During the meeting it was decided to ask Clir Pickstone if the ‘finger post’ has been restored
yet and when he hopes we will be able to recite it. We were asked again about ‘Bunny Hill’
being made a community asset. The drop kerb at the bust stop appears to be in the wrong
place it is situated just where the bus stops. Is there any chance of another one being put in
in a more suitable place for pushchairs, prams and wheelchairs?

888/03/26 - Bus Shelter Rockcliffe — it was agreed for a site visit of councillors to see how
this can be repaired. It was AGREED that £1500 would be ring fenced with Beckburn Fund
to repair, this is not identified as general maintenance. This is not a Stagecoach bus shelter.
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890/03/26 — Annual village litter pick: Saturday 11" April 2026 has been identified for the
task. Anyone who would like to help please meet at the village green at 10 am. Equipment
will be provided.
891/03/26 — Defib for Rockcliffe: see agenda item 881/03/26 (f).
889/03/26 - Agenda items for the next meeting from councilors:

a) Solway coast footpath grant — Clir Cremin

b) History of Rockcliffe — Clir Percival
890/03/26 - Date of next meeting: the date of the next meeting of Rockcliffe Parish
Council is 18t May 2026 at 7pm in the Community Centre. Annual Parish Meeting 7pm
followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm.

All the agenda will be on the website at least 3 working days before a meeting. Minutes will
be on the website within 30 working days of the meeting.

Email address: clerk@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk
www.rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk

Agenda item 881/03/26 (a)
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Clerks report 16" March 2026

a)

b)

f)

g)

h)

ICO DD came in at £47 instead of the £52 | was told they would take.

The charges for Unity Bank are to rise to £7 from February, but they only took £6 as
usual, this is the same as other PC’s, need to wait and see what happens this month.

Mobile phone charges will be DD from April 21st, 2026. (Their invoices are so
complicated).

I’'m putting another vat claim in during April | have another £388 to claim, notice board,
defib & mobile phone.

Summer playscheme has been added to Beckburn. Clerk will ring fence £600 to cover
the invoice. | did ring fence £800 last year, but it was too much.

I would like to ring fence the cost of the defib for the pub via Beckburn, | need to send in
the figures at the end of March. We are carrying over £3888.50, so less £966 (less tax)
for defib and £600 for summer playscheme, that is £2322 to carry over. It was agreed in
principal to ringfence £1500 to improve the bus shelter, this is not general maintenance.

I need to remind you that the ‘wats app group’ is for general conversation and simple
decisions ie: bonfire, Christmas tree etc. Not planning and finance. The policy says
‘The Parish Council Wats app group should be used as a notification platform only- no
business to be transacted via this platform especially when members are using personal
devices’

This policy was adopted 17" November 2025.

The audit will be completed by the next meeting, which as you will all remember is the
Annual meetings.

CALC are asking again if councillors would like then to forward emails instead of going
via the clerk. It was AGREED for the clerk to triage in a timely and relevant manner.
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