Apologies for absence — ClIr S Edwards & Cumberland ClIr Tim Pickstone

Present — CliIr E Barbour, Clir S Barbour, Cllr S Cremin, Cllr R Park, Cllr G Percival, Clir G Moss,
Clir G Mounsey-Heysham, Clir M Wildey & Mrs L Faulder (clerk)

Attendees — 6 members of the public

Draft Minutes for the Annual Parish Council Meeting Held 18" May 2026

891/05/26 Accept Apologies - ACCEPTED
892/05/26 Election of Chairman for year 2026-2027
Proposer — Clir S Barbour PROPOSED ClIr Moss
Seconder — ClIr S Cremin SECONDED
Cllr G Moss signed the Declaration of Acceptance and details for CALC
893/05/26 Election of Vice Chairman for year 2026-2027
Proposer — Clir G Mounsey-Heysham PROPOSED Clir R Park
Seconder — ClIr E Barbour SECONDED
894/05/26 Appointment of Representatives for year 2026-2027

a) Beckburn Windfarm — Cllr Edwards

b) Northern Resource Park (Hespin Wood) — ClIr Edwards
895/05/26 Declarations of Interest: Councilor’s are reminded to declare any personal or
prejudicial interest in items on the agenda in line with the Code of Conduct. Councillors are
reminded to review their Register of Interests and update as necessary via the Electoral
Services at the Civic Centre.

a) Clir R Park — agenda item 906/05/26, application 26/0216
896/05/26 Requests for Dispensations - none
897/05/26 Public Participation — 6 members of the public.
898/05/26 Minutes of the last meeting — Council AUTHORISED the chairman to sign the
minutes of the meeting held 16" March 2026
899/05/26 Police Issues — link to Cumbria Police Website, this is also on the Parish Council
web page
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area
900/05/26 Beckburn Windfarm — nothing to report
901/05/26 Hespin Wood —
Meetings have been held with Environment Agency (EA). Selecia HW have voluntary closed
Hespin Wood. An agreement has been made to let topsoil be delivered to the site, this is to
stop dust and smell. The height of the tip is 10 meters too tall. Therefore 2 cells are under
construction to fill from the top. Apparently, the smell will get worse before getting better
August/September will be worse. All these needs signing off by the EA. A lot of information
is on the Rockcliffe Village Facebook page.
902/05/26 North West Recycling including Gasification Plant
During the appeal process Cllr Moss has 10 minutes to put all the concerns of the parish
council to the appeal. This will take 2 weeks and is due to start 2" June 2026.
A general discussion was held on the actual process, when speakers would be allocated time
etc. The big push is the race night at the pub Sunday 31°t May.
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903/05/26 Todhills — nothing to report

904/05/26 Harker — nothing to report

905/05/26 - Financial matters Clerk

To NOTE and APPROVE the following.
a) income received — £9317.00 precept for 2025/2026: Beckburn received £6834.15
b) the current position as outlined in the bank reconciliation.

Rockcliffe Parish Council Bank Reconciliation May 2026

balance carried forward £ 13,586.47
add income £ 16,151.15
£ 29,737.62

less total expendidture £ 21.40
statement balance 31st April 2026 £ 29,716.22
less payaments for May 2026 £ 1,520.42
Total available balance £ 28,195.80
Beckburn £ 10,722.65
Community Cohesion £ 2,063.39
Parish Council £ 15,409.76
£ 28,195.80

Parish council funds include £2000 + vat for the 'fighting fund', leaving an available balnce of £13409.76
c) Payments to be approved for May 2026
Castletown Footpath Licenses for renewal — APPROVED Back Road Wood, Memorial
Hall to Paddy’s, Through Village Plot & Ladies Lonning, the clerk informed the council

that all the invoices for foot paths have been combined, with the village green a stand-
alone.

Payments fo May 2026

Armeria (UK) LLP: Memorial Hall to Paddy's f 1.00
Armeria (UK) LLP: Back Road Wood f 1.00
Armeria (UK) LLP: Through Village Plot f 1.00
Toby Mounsey-Heysham Ladies Lonning f 1.00
Mrs L Faulder - salary month 1 & 2 f 614.02
HMRC - month 1 & 2 £ 140.40
R Kelly - internal audit year ending 31/03/202 £ 75.00
Zurich Insurance £ 264.00
CALC subscription f 279.00
D Malley - payroll f 144.00
total £ 1,520.42

d) Audit: ALL INFORMATION FOLLOWING THE AUDIT 2025-2026. Following he meeting
the clerk will submit the necessary paperwork to Moores and put the accounts on the
website.
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i) Internal report from internal auditor

ii) Certificate of Exemption — council APPROVED the statement and the chairman
signed

iii) Annual Governance Statement -council APPROVERD and chairman signed

iv) Accounting Statement -council APPROVED and chairman signed

v) Audit annual report by the Internal Auditor for the year ending March 2026 —
circulated.

vi) Confirmation of the Dates of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights

e) Financial Regulations — council APPROVED. A councilor needs to be appointed to sign
bank statements on a regular basis, not the chairman. The council needs to approve
the ICO payment in February, the Unity Bank monthly bank charges and mobile
monthly DD. Council APPROVED Clir R Park to verify bank statements and payments

f) Standing Orders — council AACCEPTED

g) Code of Conduct — council ACCPTED. The clerk reminded councillors that they are
democratically elected representatives who serve the community and follow this code
of conduct on a voluntary basis and abide by the 7 Nolan Principals

h) Equality & Diversity — council ACCEPTED

i) Safeguarding — the clerk is the appointed contact, nothing has been
reported/highlighted during the year.

j)  CALC email received to ask the council if they would use a locum clerk service — discuss
the email, council discussed this email and have AGREED that in special circumstances
the locum service could be used. The clerk expressed no wish to become a locum
clerk,

k) Beckburn Fund: It was AGREED to pass £2000 over the to the Community Cohesion
Fund, this has a great impact on the local community, allowing more events and more
people to benefit (usually in the school catchment area).

Date BB no Amount Balance Application Description
31/04/2026 3888.5 opening balance

6834.15 10722.65 Cumbria CF received for allocation
i) Defib update, and probable provision of one at the Crown & Thistle, Rockcliffe.

The clerk is to order a defib and door for the Crown & Thistle and a door for
the one outside the hall.

ii) Notice Board for new housing estate at Harker, this will be assessed on
completion of the housing estate.

[) Community Cohesion
Date CCFno Amount Balance Application  Balance

31/04/2026 2063.39 opening balance

906/05/26 - Planning — link to planning www.cumberland.gov.uk is the home page and
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/ is the search page.

Notice of decision: - none have been
Applications received:
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Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension to provide kitchen/living room.

Location: Thackwood Metal Bridge, Blackford CA6 4HG

Appn ref: 26/0170

Grid ref: 335575 564689 — circulated 25/03/2026 respond by 22/04/2026 — no comments or
objections raised.

Proposal: Replacement of Michelle Cottage with 2 semi-detached dwellings, 1 detached
bungalow & 1 detached dwelling and associated works.

Location: Land at Michelle Cottage, Harker, Carlisle CA6 4DP

Appn ref: 26/0157

Grid ref: 339026 560939 — circulated 31/03/2026 respond by 28/04/2026 — no comments or
objections raised.

Proposal: Demolition of conservatory and porch, erection of sunroom and porch to front
door.

Location: Beck Cottage, Rockcliffe, Carlisle CA6 4AF

Appn ref: 26/0216

Grid ref: 335969 561706 — circulated 23/04/26 respond by 20/05/2026 — no comments or
objections raised.

New Decisions & Applications received by the clerk after the agenda has been published
will be circulated to Councilors for consideration at the meeting

907/05/26 - Highways — any problems that have been or need reporting to Highways.
908/05/26 — Cumberland Councillor — see appendix 1
909/05/26 — Correspondence circulated by clerk in a timely manner, including
1.Equality & Diversity training — no council interested in attending
2. Land at Rockcliffe — this is referring to the land next door to the school, which has outline
planning permission for 5dwellings. This has now gone up for sale by the Cumberland Council.
The council want it on record saying ‘we think selling the land opposite Ordinance Cottage is
a bad idea, it should be used to help mitigate the existing school parking problems, which are
likely to get worse due to additional houses being built in the parish (300).
910/05/26 - Litter pick and green tidy feedback — this was again a success, thank you to all
who helped.
911/05/26 — Notice board Harker Road Ends — this is now up and running, al local resident is
going to keep it relevant for us. Thank you
912/05/26 — Sink hole - this has been completed,
913/05/26 - Agenda items for the next meeting from councilors
a) Todhills notice board, in need of repair or replacement, Cllr Percival will assess and
report back at the next meeting.
b) Flowers on the green, consider a donation for the flowers from the Community
Cohesion Fund, this was accepted but will need formal ratification next meeting £50.
c) A composite bench to be situated near the river ‘at the parting of the parishes’
d) CONGRATULATIONS are to be relayed to the Rockcliffe Cricket Team, Rockcliffe were
batting 2" for an impressive 213 runs for no wickets
914/05/26 - Date of next meeting,
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Meeting ended at 9.20pm.
Next meeting 20t July 2026 at 7pm in the Community Centre

Meeting dates for the year May 2026 — March 2027

2026: 20/07/2026, 21/09/2026, 16/11/2026: 2027: 18/01/2027, 15/03/2027 & 17/05/2027
All agenda will be on the website at least 3 working days before a meeting. Minutes will be
on the website within 30 working days of the meeting.

Email address: clerk@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk
www.rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk

Appendix 1
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Report to Rockeliffe Parish Council — 18 May 2026

Councillor Tim Pickstone, Cumberland Councillor for Longtown Ward

Hespin Wood Landfill

I know the Parish Council has been extremely active on this issue, for which [ am very grateful. From
Cumberland Council’s end, I have had a series of meetings with the minerals and waste planning and
waste management teams, keeping pressure on them to take further action. Cumberland has continued
to work alongside the Environment Agency on inspections, enforcement conditions and deadlines.
There is currently a stop on new landfill waste going to the site, and I hope the operator will use this
time to address issues around landfill height and odour. The waste management team has also been
involved in tackling littering on roads serving the tip, working with other agencies on a joint
approach.

I have also been working with the Westmorland and Furness councillor for the Flusco tip near Penrith,
and with Tim Farron MP, who has been raising the issue of these tips in Parliament. I submitted a
written question on Hespin Wood to the Full Council meeting of Cumberland Council on 12 May
2026.

Boundary Review

The Local Government Boundary Commission published its final report on new Cumberland council
wards on 5 May 2026. The new boundaries — 55 councillors in 55 wards — will be used for the first
time at the May 2027 local elections. Longtown Ward is unchanged, one of only two wards in the
whole of Cumberland to see no changes at all. The ward will be very slightly larger than the average
population, particularly once the new houses at Harker are built. There had been suggestions that
Harker might be moved out of Longtown Ward, but I felt it was important to keep all of Rockcliffe
Parish within the same ward.

Traffic Speed

One location in Rockcliffe Parish has been submitted for consideration in Cumberland Council’s
speed review for the rural Carlisle area — the area around the Harker Lane Ends junction near
Heathlands, which is currently subject to a 60mph limit.

Asset Transfer

Sadly there is still no process in place for asset transfers at Cumberland Council. The potential
transfer of ‘Bunny Hill’ remains on the list of potential sites, but there is no further news yet.

Tour de France

The race does not pass through Rockcliffe Parish, but it remains an important opportunity for the
whole area. The Tour de France men’s race will come through Longtown and down through
Smithfield on 2 July 2027, finishing with a sprint to Carlisle Castle — the largest international sports
event Cumberland will ever have hosted. I have met with the Assistant Director leading preparations,
and a new Project Manager is in post. There is significant work ahead on road repairs and closures.
We will be expecting a large influx of visitors, which is a real boost for local accommodation and
hospitality businesses, and there are opportunities for schools to get involved.

Highways
I am aware of inappropriate use of Lonning Foot by waste lorries and am raising with Highways
whether a weight limit on this road would be appropriate, with suitable exemptions for agricultural

traffic. I am sorry there has been no progress yet on the missing fingerpost and the grass verge south
of the school — I have chased both.
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Planning

Just outside the parish, a new planning application has been submitted for a major solar farm to the
south of Sandysyke and the River Lyne. I have no further news yet on the appeal inquiry for the
Gasification Plant at North West Recycling.

The second stage consultation on the cross-border pylon route — which, as the Council will be aware,
may involve additional pylons to the substation at Harker — is due later this year. My understanding is
that this stage will present a single preferred route with actual proposed pylon locations.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there are issues I can help with.
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