Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2026

1. Minutes of the meeting of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19t May 2025
The minutes were accepted at the Council meeting held on 215t July 2025

2. Chairmans Report
To receive a report from Clir G Moss Chairman of the Rockcliffe Parish Council.

Chairmans report 2026

Looking back at last year’s annual report (& previous years if truth be known), it is obvious as
residents and parishioners, that we’re either creatures of habit, or both the threats and
opportunities, presented to us as “rural villagers” remain much the same.

The Parish Year May 2025 - 2026 has once again finished under the shadow of North West
Recycling’s Waste Gasification / Incinerator plant proposal.

Despite a momentous “victory” back in June 25, whereby Cumberland Council did not follow
the recommendations of the Westmorland Minerals & Waste department (the incinerator
proposal was recommended to be accepted by the planners), the Cumberland Council
refused planning permission despite having awarded an operating licence. | still struggle to
understand the logic behind awarding an operating licence to a company whom in reality
don’t exist (North West Regeneration) and then refuse planning permission based on health
concerns? Seems entirely illogical to the lay person that the two things aren’t connected. It'd
certainly make things easier if the Cumberland Council revoked the Operating licence on the
grounds of the evidence presented by us, identified by our Subject Matter Experts (SME’s).
Our next challenge is the NWR appeal against the Cumberland Council’s decision, once
again it appears we have our work cut out to make common sense, common again.

On the same note, it also seems very strange that incineration in Scotland is readily
recognised as an unsustainable method of managing waste, with grave health concerns, yet
a few miles south, it's considered by the waste & mineral planners ok? What was that about
common sense?

Link ref Scottish Incineration https://share.google/Am5qiKEIVygz0T40H Coli your.cow be'a weste disposal expert?. 1

A Charolais-cross in Wiltshire was just granted an official waste dealer
licence. The application took 3 seconds and zero ID checks.

But, if those in the know are happy that a Wiltshire cow is considered P Road mor from the shocking story here: hips:ffow
accountable enough to hold a waste licence, the future of responsible :
waste management is definitely in question. Common Sense? Enough
said.
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On the subject of responsible waste management, Seletia Hespin Wood
have taken some of the lime light off NWR. | have received complaints
from dozens of individuals (and organisations) from within and external to
the Parish about Seletia (HW).

The smell, height, wagon movements, roads, verges, vermin, litter etc are

all under ir;}vesggation by the_Environment.Agency - Ifashk everyohne éc; The cow that
report each and every occasion you experience any of these to the

directly using their 24 hr hotline (0800 80 70 60). Volume of calls matter. g°t a waste
Seletia (Flusco) are under the same investigations; their respective PC disposql licence
are having to advise exactly the same. .

Perhaps the “Charolais — Cross” would make a more responsible waste n three seconds

operator afterall?

Akin to last year, the PC gratefully acknowledge the unswerving support of CRAIN, Julie
Minns MP, ClIr Tim Pickstone, David Mudge, Sally Tears, Various Action Groups, Various
Residents fighting to preserve our rural way of life; from litter pickers through vegetable
growers to cricketers. THANK YOU.


https://share.google/Am5giKEIVygz0T40H

The “Thank you roll”, extends to Clir Percival and his “grounds team”, to the hall committee,
to Jean for keeping our church open, to the fund raisers supporting our Rockcliffe & District
Action Group and especially to Richard & Jo for organising Easter Egg hunts, Bonus Balls,
etc not to mention an award winning village pub and a 2026 Leek show bonanza. | reiterate,
THANK YOU.

Challenges extant from last year:

e Dust Issue emanating from Hespin Wood / NWR — resolution now appears further
away, Julie Minns MP drew a blank. What next? EA aware, Colin Cox aware,
Parliament aware? Who do | elevate this to? Ongoing

o Traffic speed and type through the village — 2 incidents in recent years where the
church wall has taken a vehicular impact; Cllir Tim Pickstone is running with this on
our behalf. - Ongoing

e Signage damage — Shapwath finger sign is being repaired, Floriston APR sign
recently renewed. Ongoing

o Tyre Pyrolisis Plant by Heathlands / Aero nurseries — PC in discussion with
developer. Backburner?

e Light Pollution from the Marshalling Yard — Following PC discussion, we expect a
significant improvement / reduction altogether. Improvement acknowledged

e Harker 300 House development — Works currently ongoing, disappointingly no plan
to improve infrastructure (school, pavements, pedestrian access to Rockcliffe etc.)
Ongoing

e Battery Storage — Works ongoing with financial recompense moving forwards (like
Beckburn) Ongoing

¢ Incinerator — Permit awarded, planning decision decided, Appeal hearing Jun 2026.

Despite these challenges, Rockcliffe continued to remain cohesive in 2025 (Last Thank you
to EDF Beckburn for funding these). Examples of which include the Sloe Gin competition,
Bonfire & Fireworks, Xmas carols around the Xmas tree, Cricket club, Leek club, Rockcliffe
Rocks, Indoor Bowling club (amongst several clubs using our community centre).

In conclusion, 2025 mirrored 2024, reviewing last years Chairs report, 2024 presented
similar challenges as those faced in 2023. One difference to the Parish, is that we now
share our idyllic rural location with Beavers and Bison, and we a new off-road permissive
footpath opposite the Old Hall front driveway. Thank you to Toby & Clemmie MH for this. |
remain grateful for the support of the Parish Councillors, we continue to represent the views
of the parishioners and elevate where possible those concerns to the relevant authorities.
Please remember we’re all volunteers, with no additional powers or regulatory authority. We
represent, we chivvy, we empathise with your disappointment we’re your neighbours.

Opportunities this year: What am | looking forward to?

Another “Foody night” at the Rockcliffe Centre — the Curry night was ace.
Another Summer Village do on the green / at the centre.

Another Bonfire night with “Spectacular Bonfire & Fireworks”.

Leek Club harvest festival bonanza — promises to be best ever!

Xmas Festivities at our award winning pub

New Year Festivities

Live Music at the Pub

Watching “The Swans” at our cricket pavilion

Enjoying our King’s Coastal Path — right on our doorstep

Optimistic to glimpse wild Beaver & Bison in our Village (through Jurassic Park
fence)



e Living in our idyllic rural village — let’s not forget what we’re fighting for

Best Regards
Geoff Moss
Chairman Rockcliffe Parish Council 18" May 2026

3. Open Forum
Residents of the Parish are invited to discuss Parish matters.

6 members of the public were present at the meeting. General discussion was held around the upcoming Appeal
by NWRL. A race night incorporating, pie and pea supper and auction have been arranged to raise money to fight
the case against the proposed plant raffle numbers were distributed.

4. Date of next meeting — the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 17th May 2027, at Rockcliffe Community
Centre 7.00pm before the Parish Council Annual Meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.25pm.



