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Apologies for absence Cllr G Moss & Cllr S Barbour 
 
Present Cllr R Park (vice chairman), Cllr E Barbour, Cllr S Cremin, Cllr S Edwards, Cllr G 
Mounsey-Heysham, Cllr G Percival, Cllr M Wildey & Mrs L Faulder (clerk) 
 

Draft Minutes of the meeting held on 20th July 2026 
  

915/07/26 Accept Apologies - ACCEPTED 
916/07/26 Declarations of Interest & Dispensations Councilor’s are reminded to declare any 
personal or prejudicial interest in items on the agenda in line with the Code of Conduct.  
Councillors are reminded to review their Register of Interests and update as much as 
necessary via the Electoral Services at the Civic Centre. NONE 
917/07/26 Attendees Mark Goucher & Charlotte from the Environment Agency 
918/07/26 Minutes of the last meeting APM & APCM to be approved and signed by chairman 
The council instructed Cllr Park to sign & date both sets of minutes. 
919/07/26 Matters arising from these minutes NONE 
920/07/26 – Public Participation Members of the public are invited to speak on items which 
are on the agenda – members of the public may make representations, answer questions and 
give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of business on the 
agenda.  In accordance with standing order 3(e) a question will not require a response at the 
meeting nor start a debate on the question.  The Chairman of the meeting may direct that a 
written or oral response is given.  An extension of time for this item has been allocated. 
A member of the Environment Agency will be at the meeting to explain the upcoming changes 
to NWR Environment Permit. This will take about 20mins with 10 mins for questions. The 
officer will have no information on Hespin Wood.  
  
16 members of the public were present at the meeting: 
Mark Goucher Engagement Advisor and Charlotte Latham Waste Team Leader from the 
Environment Agency (EA) 
A presentation was given by Charlotte on the ‘variations’ to be applied to the environmental 
permit agreed with NWR.  The process allows 4 weeks for all comments to entered and 
recorded.  The changes that are being looked into are: - sole waste operation, installations 
(tighter controls) and an increase in output with a final figure of 600,000 tons of waste, 
starting with an increase to 400,000.  It currently stands at 150,000 tons.  This will increase 
vehicle movements to 480, which currently stands at 120.  They intend to have tighter 
controls and more scrutiny and more enforcement action.  Areas such as dust & noise will 
have more inspections and management plans.  Inspections will be unannounced.  
 
2 dates were identified by the team to answer questions from the public.  This will be done 
by booking a 10-minute slot via Event Bright.  The dates are Wednesday29th July 2026 10am-
1pm and Tuesday 4th August 2026 5pm-7pm.  Following the meeting a lot of discussion was 
held with reference to the meetings.  It was felt that they were too soon and didn’t give 
people a chance to prepare.  Therefore, the dates have been changed to 4th & 17th August 
2026 in the hall.  Times and link details have been circulated. The 29th July event was dismissed 
and the links for: 
Tuesday 4th August 2026 is: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1994789271409?aff=oddtdtcreator 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1994789271409?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Monday 17th August 2026 is: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1994560860225?aff=oddtdtcreator 

921/07/26 Police Issues link to Cumbria Police Website, this is also on the Parish Council web 
page 
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area 
Cllr Mounsey-Heysham had cause to call the police to a group of youths causing a problem at 
Castletown.  It would appear that laughing gas had been used.  Which is a problem in our area 
(as indeed many others), however, as a result of this there have up to now been fewer 
incidents around and about. 
922/07/26 Beckburn Windfarm 
Cllr Edwards was at an allocation meeting.  £129K was allocated and £60k is to be used before 
November 2026.  Help can also be given to students in the form of laptops and tools for 
apprenticeships.  Larger applications need to be applied for online, or a hard copy can be 
requested using the contact details on the website. 
923/07/26 Hespin Wood 
Cllr Edwards attended a meeting with BIFFA at Hespin Wood.  No complaints have been 
received for 3 months, the fly count is currently down, and new walkways have been installed.  
Clerk has been asked to email about the noise and the fact that doors have been left open 
during this spell of hot weather. 
924/07/26 Northwest Recycling including Gasification Plant 
To note: 

a) Freedom of information applied for by Cllr Moss – no action 
b) Request from a new member of the NWR team to meet and discuss problems and try 

to create community cohesion - no action 
925/07/26 Todhills Notice board in need of repair/replacement Cllr Percival to assess:     min 
ref 913/05/26 (a). 
The notice board has been repaired.  It was agreed Cllr Percival would produce an invoice for 
materials for reimbursement at September 2026 meeting. 
926/07/26 Harker 
A request was made for a noticeboard to be installed on the new estate at Harker.  This will 
be on the next agenda under Beckburn. 
927/07/26 Financial matters Clerk 
To note and approve the following.  

a) The audit has been presented to the Auditors as legally required.   Confirmation of 
receipt has been received.  Public Rights Period ended 14th July 2026. 

b) The allocated amount for the Solicitors for the fighting fund has been paid as agreed.  
The vat will be claimed back. 

c) income received – £390.76, vat claim 
d) the current position as outlined in the bank reconciliation.  The Solicitor for the 

fighting fund was paid £2400 inc vat & the defibs were paid £1669.20 inc vat. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1994560860225?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.cumbria.police.uk/area/your-area
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e) Payments to be approved for July 2026 APPROVED 
f) To confirm we are eligible for FSCS protection NOTES 
g) To confirm clerk has done 2 online courses, email thread hijacking & information & 

data 
h) Policies for review: ACCEPTED 

i) Data Protection 
ii) Grievance 
iii) Co-options Policy 

 
i) Beckburn Fund: A request from Cllr Park to place a composite bench near the ‘parting 

of the parishes’.  It will be concreted into the ground.  3 options have been circulated 
prior to the meeting so an informed decision can be made.  Min ref: 913/05/26 (c).  
DEFERRED TO NEXT MEETING 

j) Details of the Nourish Project have been sent to Rockcliffe School to be supported via 
<£2000 applications.  No further response received.  

k) New noticeboard for the Church, this is to inform all the community of all events 
happening in the area. This was agreed in principle, but confirmation in writing is 
needed to confirm that this is a Community Noticeboard. 

 
 
 
 
 

l) Community Cohesion - to formally accept the annual payment of £50 for the flowers 
on the village green via this fund.   Min ref: 913/05/26 (b) DEFERRED TO NEXT 
MEETING 
 

 
 
 

 

Rockcliffe Parish Council Bank econciliation July 2026 Payments for July 2026

balance carried forward 1st April 2026 13,586.47£           Mrs L Faulder - salaru month 3 & 4 614.02£               

add income 16,541.91£           HMRC - month 3 & 4 140.40£               

30,128.38£           Total payments 754.42£               

less total expediture (inc fighting fund solicitor) 5,654.32£             

statement balance 31st June 2026 24,474.06£           

less payments for July 2026 754.42£                

Total available balance 23,719.64£           

Beckburn 7,331.65£             

Community Cohesion 4,063.39£             

Parish Council 12,324.60£           

23,719.64£           

Date BB no Amount Balance Application Description

31/04/2026 3888.5 opening balance

22/04/2026 6834.15 10722.65 Cumbria CF received for allocation

18/05/2026 2000 8722.65 to RPC - community cohesion

Date CCF no Amount Balance Application Description

31/04/2026 2063.39 opening balance

18/05/2026 2000 4063.39 transfere from BB
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928/07/26 - Planning – link to planning www.cumberland.gov.uk is the home page and 
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/ is the search page.  There is a link on 
the Parish Council website. 
Planning training:  It was agreed to participate in the Planning Outreach Program, which will 
be delivered with other local Parish Councils.  To be organized by the Clerk for Kingmoor PC.  
We await further information.  There will be a shared cost. 
Notice of decision: none 
New applications: none 
New Decisions & Applications received by the clerk after the agenda has been published 
will be circulated to Councilors for consideration at the meeting 
  
929/07/26 - Highways any problems that have been or need reporting to Highways. 
930/07/26 – Cumberland Councillor – Cllr Tim Pickstone please see report below:-  
 
Rockcliffe Gasification Plant – Planning Appeal 

On the first day of the Planning Inspectorate hearings into the appeal against Cumberland 

Council’s refusal of planning permission for the gasification plant, I was able to speak 

against the development, alongside excellent contributions from local residents. The matter 

is now being considered by the Planning Inspector and no decision has yet been reached. I 

will update the Council as soon as there is any news. 

Traffic Speed 

The review of speed limits across the rural areas around Carlisle is progressing, with a 

report expected to go to the Highways and Transport Board this summer. Unfortunately the 

area around Harker Lane Ends does not qualify for a formal speed restriction under the 

review criteria. However, the Highways team are hoping to deliver improved signage at this 

junction, which I know has been a concern for residents. 

Cross-Border Pylon Connection 

The second stage consultation on the cross-border pylon and substation proposals – which 

may involve additional pylons to the substation at Harker – has now been delayed to 2027. 

In the meantime I have met with National Grid to better understand their thinking on any 

potential community benefit scheme, and to share with them what does and does not work 

well with existing local grant schemes. I will keep the Council updated as the process 

develops. 

Asset Transfer 

There is unfortunately still no formal process in place for asset transfers at Cumberland 

Council. The potential transfer of Bunny Hill remains on the list of potential sites. I will 

continue to push for progress on this. 

Tour de France – Volunteering 

The Tour de France men’s race does not pass through Rockcliffe Parish, but it remains a 

significant opportunity for the wider area on 2 July 2027. Around 9,000 ‘JOY Makers’ are 

being recruited nationwide to help welcome spectators across all six UK stages. Anyone 

aged 16 or over can apply – no experience needed and full training is provided. Applications 

are open until 1 September 2026 at www.letourgb.com/volunteer. 

Cumberland Local Plan 

Cumberland Council has published an updated timetable for its new Local Plan, following 

new government regulations which came into force in March 2026. The Local Plan will set 

out the long-term vision and policies for development and land use across Cumberland. The 

http://www.cumberland.gov.uk/
https://publicaccess.carlisle.gov.uk/online-applications/
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first stage of public consultation – a ‘scoping’ consultation – is scheduled for September 

2026. I will share details of how to take part nearer the time. 

Hespin Wood Landfill 

I am being kept updated by the relevant teams at Cumberland Council about the continuing 

inspection work they are undertaking at the tip, to ensure that previous requirements are 

being fulfilled. As I understand it, the voluntary ban on new waste going to the site remains in 

place, with the exception of soil being used to help cover the existing waste. 

North West Recycling 

I have been asked whether a briefing meeting on changes around permits for the Northwest 

Recycling site would be useful for the Parish Council. If so, I would invite the Chair and Vice 

Chair to attend – or whoever the Council wishes to nominate. Please let me know if you 

would like me to arrange this. 

Highways Issues 

I am aware that there are a number of outstanding highways issues that the Council has 

asked me to look into, including the missing fingerpost and the dropped bus stop kerb. I will 

endeavour to get an update to your Clerk before the meeting. 

931/07/26 – Correspondence circulated by clerk in a timely manner.  Including National 

Grid Cross Border Connection.   

Cllr Park explained a little bit about the Cross Border Connection, and the fact that a North 
Cumbria Alliance has been formed to approach the problem in a strong manner with as many 
parish councils banding together as possible.  As a result, a Memorandum of Understanding 
has been compiled to establish collective position for engagement with National Grid, 
Government, Cumberland Council, Cumbria Combined Authority, statutory consultees and 
the Planning Inspectorate.  This was signed by Cllr Park vice chairman and Mrs Faulder clerk. 
932/07/26 - Agenda items for the next meeting from councilors 
 
Bonfire night & fireworks, Christmas tree. 

a) Open day at Castletown to see the bison & beaver 
b) Boundary for the hall the Solicitor to act for the Parish Council on the boundary 

realignment of the Centre 

c) An event for all for effort put into the fighting fund on behalf of the community 
d) Rockcliffe bus shelter 
e) Position of the defibrillator at the Crown & Thistle 

933/07/26 - Date of next meeting, 21st September 2026 - meeting concluded at 8.45pm. 
Meeting dates for the year until March 2027  
2026 – 21/09/2026, 16/11/2026: 2027 - 18/01/2027, 15/03/2027 & 17/05/2027  
All agenda will be on the website at least 3 working days before a meeting.  Minutes will be 
on the website within 30 working days of the meeting. 
  
 

Email address: lesley@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk 
www.rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

mailto:lesley@rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.rockcliffeparishcouncil.org.uk/

